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SUBJECT: SHIPPING DISPUTE 

REE: STATE 105091 

1. IN A CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER MOLINA MAY 10, AMBASSADOR 
EXPLAINED DELAY IN FILING OF PROPOSED RULE, NOTING HOWEVER THAT 
IT COULD BE FILED ON ANY DAY. AMBASSADOR ALSO NOTED PROGRESS 
HERE TOWARD NEW SHIPPING LAW AND EXPRESSED HOPE IT WOULD BE 
PASSED VERY SOON. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER SAID HE HAD SPOKEN TO PRESIDENT ABOUT THIS 
AND BILL WAS BEING PUSHED. HE SAID HE ALSO HOPED IT WOULD BE 
PASSED SOON AND THOUGHT IT WOULD BE, BUT THAT YOU COULD NEVER TELL 
ABOUT CONGRESSIONAL ACTION. 

3. MAY 10 CONGRESSIONAL SESSION DEVOTED ALMOST ENTIRELY TO 
SELECTION PONCE REPLACEMENT. THIS CONTENTIOUS ACTION NOW 
COMPLETED. AGENDA EOR MAY 1 1 EULL WITH NO TIME FOR 
SHIPPING LEGISLATION. 

4. CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP INDICATES IT MAY RAISE SHIPPING 
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BILL FOR SECOND READING ON MAY 12. ITS INTENTIONS WILL BE 
KNOWN FOR SURE AFTERNOON OF MAY 1 1 . 
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